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Four CCSD Schools Named State STEM Award Finalists 

Four Cherokee County School District schools have 

been named STEM Education Award finalists by 

the Technology Association of Georgia (TAG) and 

the TAG Education Collaborative (TAG-Ed).  Can-

ton Elementary School STEM Academy, Clark 

Creek Elementary School STEM Academy, Teasley 

Middle School and Creekview High School will 

find out in late August if they are overall winners at 

the 2015 Georgia STEM Education Awards.   

The Georgia STEM Education Awards recognize 

schools, programs, and companies for outstanding 

efforts and achievements in supporting and promot-

ing STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics) Education in Georgia. 

“Mastery of STEM knowledge is crucial to successful 

careers in the global marketplace’s current and 

emerging fields that, overall, offer the highest pay 

and strongest job security; and we want each of our 

students to have the greatest opportunity to succeed 

School District Enrollment Tops 41,000 Students 

in these arenas… it’s exceptional that four of our 

schools are receiving statewide recognition from 

such a prominent organization for this focus,” Cher-

okee County Superintendent of Schools Dr. Frank 

R. Petruzielo said.   

Winners will be announced during a special awards 

gala on August 28 at the Carlos Community Center 

in Atlanta.  The event is sponsored in part by Geor-

gia Tech Research Institute, Promethean and Cisco.   

The four finalist schools from CCSD all have re-

ceived recent attention for special STEM-related ini-

tiatives and successes including, but not limited to:  

 Canton ES STEM Academy is home to CCSD’s 

first aquaponics lab, an innovative project fund-

ed through grants from educational organiza-

tions and community partners including the Ro-

tary Club of Canton;  

See STEM, continued on page 11 
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CCSD ENROLLMENT  2000-2015
Cherokee County School District saw an influx of 

hundreds of new students as the 2015-16 school 

year began on August 3.   By the start of the second 

week of school, CCSD had enrolled more than 

41,000 students, an increase of 900 additional stu-

dents from the first day of school.  The projection 

for the 2015-16 school year is 41,673 by the 20th day 

on August 28.  Most of the growth has occurred at 

the high school level, where grades 9-12 are seeing 

4 percent growth overall.  Middle grades have 

grown by 2.2 percent. 
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Academies Program Earns Kudos in 2015 Magna Awards 

The Cherokee County School District has again re-

ceived National recognition for its academic school 

choice program. 

The School District’s Cherokee Academies pro-

gram was named an Honorable Mention winner 

in the 21th annual Magna Awards program spon-

sored by the National School Boards Association’s 

flagship magazine, American School Board Jour-

nal (ASBJ).   

The Magna Awards recognize school districts and 

their leaders from across the Nation for taking bold 

and innovative steps to improve the lives of their 

students and their communities.  An independent 

panel of school board members, administrators and 

other educators selected the 33 honorees from 250 

submissions. 

“In a time when public schools are under attack, we 

are pleased to showcase schools and their leaders 

who are dedicated to innovation and excellence,” 

said Thomas J. Gentzel, Executive Director of 

NSBA.  “The winning programs are proof that pub-

lic education is leading the way to advance student 

achievement.” 

This is the second time that CCSD has been hon-

ored by the Magna Awards program; in 2008, the 

school system received the Grand Prize in the 

large school systems category for its non-

traditional high school choice program. 

The innovative choice initiative, which was 

launched in the 2012-13 school year, was designed 

to: offer magnet-type instruction to all students at 

campuses chosen for geographic location and the 

ability to accommodate large numbers of transfer 

students in all grades, with priority given to locat-

ing these programs in Title I schools; begin at the 

elementary school level in order to build 

knowledge and interest to sustain a high school 

model; and offer transportation options to increase 

opportunities for transfer participation.   

“The Cherokee Academies have seen impressive 

success in their first three years, with more than 

300 students annually choosing to transfer from 

their neighborhood school to attend one of these 

innovative programs,” Dr. Petruzielo said. 

“Parents have shared that this is the kind of op-

portunity they never thought their child would 

be able to access in public school.  Teachers have 

shared that this is their dream job come true.  We 

call it real, meaningful choice – choice that is 

open to every student regardless of ability, ZIP 

code or household income.” 

Canton ES STEM Academy students show off their aquaponics 

lab to CCSD staff and Canton Rotary Club members. 

Hasty ES Fine Arts Academy celebrated its 10th birthday this 

spring with musical numbers and, of course, cake. 
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Two CCSD Schools Named GA School Bell Winners for 2015 

The distinguished Georgia School Bell Award is pre-

sented to 10 schools in Georgia each year in recogni-

tion of outstanding curriculum and organizational 

leadership initiatives… this year, the Cherokee Coun-

ty School District can claim two of the honors. 

Holly Springs Elementary School STEM Academy, 

led by Principal Dr. Dianne Steinbeck, and Wood-

stock Elementary School, led by Principal Kim Mon-

talbano, both won the 2015 School Bell Award pre-

sented by the Georgia Association of Elementary 

School Principals.  

Holly Springs STEM Academy was selected for this 

honor based on its outstanding initiative, 

“Microsoft Innovative Educators Certification,” and 

Woodstock ES was honored for its successful 

“Camp Learnalotta” program.  The selection com-

mittee chooses exemplary programs that show posi-

tive results and reflect significant involvement of 

staff, students, parents and community.   

The awards will be presented, and the schools will be 

formally recognized, during the Association’s Fall 

Principals’ Conference in Savannah.  The schools and 

Principals were recognized by the Cherokee County 

Superintendent of Schools and School Board at the 

School Board Meeting on August 13.  

“The Cherokee County School District is nationally 

known for its innovations in teaching and learning, 

so I am not surprised that two of our schools would 

claim this top State honor for excellence,”  Cherokee 

County Superintendent of Schools Dr. Frank R. 

Petruzielo said.  “The goals of the initiatives for 

which they’ve been honored – at Holly Springs, en-

suring that teachers are prepared to use today’s tech-

nology effectively, and at Woodstock, uniting the 

community in providing students with additional 

academic support – go hand-in-hand with our Major 

System Priorities.” 

Six years ago, the staff at Woodstock Elementary 

School determined that creativity was required in 

order to meet the Title I school students’ needs for 

increased academic support, as budgets were de-

creasing.  The idea for Camp Learnalotta was born: 

an in-house volunteer tutoring program matching 

students, teachers, parents, community contacts, 

service organizations, and partners in education 

with Grade K-5 students.  The school’s Academic 

Coach oversees the program, which is housed in a 

classroom decorated to look like an outdoor 

campsite.  

Principal Kim Montalbano said the program has 

improved students’ academic skills, as evident 

through performance, class grades, and progress 

monitoring scores.  Parents, teachers, and volun-

teers, she said, also have noted improvements in 

students’ self-esteem, confidence and social skills.   

Holly Springs Elementary School STEM Academy 

this spring was recognized by Microsoft as the first 

school in the nation to achieve Microsoft Innova-

tive Educators (MIE) certification for all its teach-

ers, paraprofessionals, specialists and administra-

tors. The MIE program requires 20 hours of train-

ing for teachers on Microsoft’s suite of computer-

based resources, including productivity, lesson 

planning and research-based programs.  

This national first is due to the focused leadership 

of Principal Dr. Dianne Steinbeck; the training de-

livery by Technology Projects Specialist Sandi Ad-

ams, a certified Microsoft Innovative Educator Ex-

pert; and a dedicated group of educators and sup-

port staff who committed their time after school 

hours.  

Canton ES STEM Academy was a School Bell Award 

winner in 2014, and Free Home ES won the               

distinguished award in 2013. 
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Cherokee High School and a local business have part-

nered for a statewide initiative to increase work-

based learning opportunities for students. 

Sponsored by the Georgia Department of Education 

and the Governor’s Office of Workforce Develop-

ment, the “Teachers in Industry” project’s goal is to 

give teachers on-site experience with employers 

where their students might be placed for work-based 

learning experiences.   

All Cherokee County School District high schools 

offer work-based learning opportunities for students, 

who earn elective credit for employment in jobs rele-

vant to their plans for post-secondary study and fu-

ture careers; students also are given schedule flexibil-

ity to exit school early in order to do this work.  More 

than 400 CCSD students participated in work-based 

learning in 2014-15. 

Teacher Susanne McCardle, the Career Pathway Fa-

cilitator at Cherokee High School, recently partnered 

with D & D Manufacturing Co., Inc. in Canton as part 

of the program.   

“I came away from this year’s experience with a very 

strong sense of D & D Manufacturing’s sup-

port for our CTAE (Career, Technical and Agricultur-

al Education) department,” she said. 

Cherokee County Schools have received more 

than $56,000 in grants and awards from the 

Cherokee County Educational Foundation 

since its inception in 2012. The funds have 

been delivered to schools and teachers in the 

form of rapid grants, IMPACT grants and spe-

cial projects. 

Foundation Follow-Up 

Cherokee HS Working with State 

‘Teachers in Industry’ Project 

During her 20-hour onsite work experience, Ms. 

McCardle assisted in the office, met with company 

officers, explored the welding shop and learned 

about the company’s history.  D & D Manufactur-

ing Co., Inc. is a locally owned and operated metal 

fabrication shop established in 1963 that provides 

experienced service in fabrication, laser cutting, 

welding and machining.   

Ms. McCardle said this inside look into the indus-

try will be helpful to her when advising students 

about Career Pathway and work-based learning 

opportunities.  While there, she also observed a 

work-based learning student from Cherokee High 

School, senior Rolando Raymundo, who recently 

was hired to work part-time processing purchase 

requests.  Rolando, she said, is learning to estimate 

costs and provide formal quotes to customers.  She 

also saw two recent Cherokee High School gradu-

ates at work for the company as welders. 

The company’s support of Cherokee High School, 

Ms. McCardle noted, also includes participating in 

its new annual job fair and offering students work-

based learning and post-graduation employment 

opportunities. 

Cherokee High School teacher and Career Pathway Facili-
tator Susanne McCardle, left, and Matthew Davis, sales 
manager for D & D Manufacturing Co., Inc. in Canton.   
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School Board Selects Kyla Cromer to Fill Board Chair Term 

The Cherokee County School Board on July 22 ap-

pointed District 1 Member Kyla Cromer to fill the role 

of Board Chair, following the resignation of Chair Ja-

net Read at the June meeting, which occurred as a re-

quirement of Ms. Read’s new employer.  The Board 

received two applications for the chairmanship and 

selected Ms. Cromer to fill the term, which expires 

December 31, 2016.   

“I am here to serve with you for the betterment of 

the children of Cherokee County,” said Ms. Cromer 

to her fellow Board members, after thanking them 

for their support.  “I thank Ms. Read for setting an 

excellent example of how to lead with humility, 

grace and humor, and I’ll do my best to do that.” 

The School Board will review applications to fill the 

vacancy created for District 1 by Ms. Cromer’s ap-

pointment at the September 3 meeting. 

Kyla Cromer is sworn in as School Board Chair. 

Dr. Petruzielo Tapped for Statewide Superintendent Advisory Council 

State School Superintendent Richard Woods invited 

Cherokee County School Superintendent Dr. Frank 

R. Petruzielo to serve on his  Superintendents’ Advi-

sory Council, a group of 19 superintendents from 

urban, suburban and rural districts in every Region-

al Education Service Agency in Georgia.  The coun-

cil, which convened for its first meeting in July, will 

provide feedback on the local impact of state-level 

decisions.   

“My parent, student, and teacher advisory councils 

have been invaluable in my decision-making,” Super-

intendent Woods said. “But there was no central way 

to gather the opinions of local superintendents, who 

frequently deal with the impact of state policies. This 

group is a cross section of the state of Georgia and 

will add another facet to our efforts to know what’s 

happening on the ground level of education, and 

make decisions accordingly.”   

Superintendent Woods also meets regularly with a 

Student Advisory Council, Parent Advisory Council, 

and Teacher Advisory Council, in addition to visiting 

schools and meeting with education stakeholders 

around the state.  

 2015 GaDOE Superintendents’  

Advisory Council  

(alphabetical by district name)  

 

Meria Carstarphen – Atlanta Public Schools 

Geneva Braziel – Baldwin County  

Curtis Jones – Bibb County 

Michele Taylor – Calhoun City 

John Lairsey – Charlton County 

Frank Petruzielo – Cherokee County  

Phil Lanoue – Clarke County 

Sandra Carraway – Columbia County 

Fred Williams – Dublin City 

Joseph Barrow – Fayette County 

Jeff Bearden – Forsyth County 

Matthew Cooper – Habersham County 

Bobby Conner – Irwin County 

Ray Hill – Macon County 

Floyd Fort – Pelham City 

Gina Williams – Tattnall County  

Phil Williams – Trion County 

Cole Pugh – Troup County 

John Zauner – Executive Director,  

Georgia School  Superintendents Association  

http://www.gadoe.org/Pages/Regional-Education-Service-Agencies-(RESAs).aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Pages/Regional-Education-Service-Agencies-(RESAs).aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Advisory-Council.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Pages/Teacher-Advisory-Council.aspx
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Board Chair Janet Read Steps Down After 10 Years of  Service 

At the close of the June 11 School Board meeting, 

School Board Chair Janet Read announced that she 

was resigning her seat on the Board in order to take 

a position with Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta as 

the community liaison for Cherokee County.  Terms 

of the employment opportunity would not allow her 

to remain in office as an elected official.   

A tearful Ms. Read thanked her two sons, Drew and 

Lucas, for their support, as well as members com-

munity who have shown their support and dedica-

tion to public schools over the years. “It has been an 

honor to represent you,” she said.  Ms. Read also 

thanked Superintendent Dr. Frank Petruzielo for his 

leadership and guidance.   “The biggest thing he 

taught me is that when you are in an important dis-

cussion, you don’t raise your voice.  You improve 

your argument.” 

Ms. Read was first elected to the School Board in 

2004 to Post 4 (Towne Lake/Woodstock area).  She 

was re-elected in 2008, and then was drawn out of 

her post by the Cherokee County Legislative dele-

gation before the 2012 election.  She instead ran for 

the newly created School Board Chair position and 

easily won the countywide seat. During her tenure 

on the School Board, she missed only one meeting, 

in order to attend her older son’s college graduation. 

Prior to serving on the School Board, Ms. Read was 

active in PTA, serving as PTA President at Bascomb 

Elementary School, and she held PTA committee 

chair positions at Bascomb, Chapman Intermediate, 

ET Booth Middle and Etowah High schools.  

Dr. Petruzielo said, “Janet Read has been an ex-

traordinary School Board Member for over a dec-

ade and an outstanding School Board Chair.  She 

has been a role model for other School Board 

Members in Metropolitan Atlanta and across the 

State of Georgia with her laser-like focus on doing 

what is best for students and working collabora-

tively with staff and members of the communi-

ty.  While she will be sorely missed, we wish her 

well in her new position.” 
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School Nutrition Association Awards Annual Memorial Scholarship 

The Cherokee County School Nutrition Association 

(CCSNA) recently awarded the 2015 Judy Johnson 

Memorial Scholarship to Sarah Cannon, a 2014 

graduate of River Ridge High School.   

A Chattahoochee Technical College student, Sarah 

plans to use the $1,000 scholarship to continue her 

studies toward earning a business degree.  She plans 

to use this knowledge, along with her hands-on ex-

perience working at Camp Bow Wow and volunteer-

ing at the Atlanta Zoo, to open her own animal res-

cue shelter. 

While at River Ridge HS, Sarah was a four-year 

member of the marching band and first-chair clari-

net.  In addition to the zoo, she also volunteers for 

the MUST Summer Lunch Program and for the Beth-

lehem Walk Ministry at Mountain View United 

Methodist Church.   

The Judy Johnson Memorial Scholarship began in 

2010 in memory of Judy Johnson, CCSD School Nu-

trition department secretary.  The Association 

works during the year to raise the $500 for the 

scholarship.  Additional contributions to the Schol-

arship fund have raised the amount of the award 

this year to $1,000.  The scholarship is awarded to 

the child or grandchild of a CCSNA member who 

has shown strong academic performance and a rec-

ord of community service.  Sarah is the daughter of 

Mountain Road Elementary School Cafeteria Man-

ager Tonya Cannon. 

“We take great pride in offering this scholarship 

each year as a means to assist students with finan-

cial support while attending college,” CCSD School 

Nutrition Supervisor Susan Turner said.  

School District representatives and members of the Cherokee County School Nutrition Association (CCSNA) 

recently met to present the 2014 Judy Johnson Memorial Scholarship to River Ridge HS graduate Sarah Can-

non.  From left to right, Susan Turner, CCSD School Nutrition Supervisor; Malynda Wehunt, President-Elect of 

CCSNA and Cafeteria Manager at Holly Springs ES STEM Academy;  Superintendent of School Dr. Frank R. 

Petruzielo, Sarah Cannon and her mother, Tonya Cannon, Cafeteria Manager at Mountain Road ES; and Lisa 

Adams, Cafeteria Manager at Ball Ground ES STEM Academy. 
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Creekview HS Grads Are CCSD’s First Patient Care Techs 

Eleven Creekview High School Class of 2015 gradu-

ates are the Cherokee County School District’s first 

students to earn National certification as Patient 

Care Technicians. 

The National Healthcareer Associations Certification 

for Patient Care Technicians is recognized through-

out the United States and will assist the students 

with entry-level healthcare careers at emergency 

rooms, physician offices and urgent care centers. 

The graduates, who earned the certification as part 

of the Career Pathways program in Healthcare Sci-

ence at Creekview High, are: Kaylee Barclay, Chan-

dler Clenney, Nicole Crawley, Camille Fahrnbauer, 

Sarah Greer, Madison Hamby, Peyton Holbrook, 

German Jimenez, Abigail McMahan, Brianna 

Moon and Chloe Shepard. 

As part of the healthcare science program led by 

teacher Larry D. Peacock, who also is a registered 

nurse with a bachelor of science in nursing degree, 

these graduates spent their senior year studying and 

performing EKGs, phlebotomy techniques and vari-

ous lab procedures along with continuing to learn 

more in-depth human anatomy and physiology.   

They also were trained to triage patients suffering 

from various medical conditions in order to perform 

their duties as part of their clinical time at Physi-

cian’s Express Care locations at Towne Lake, Johns 

Creek, and Windward Parkway.  They each ob-

tained more than 120 hours of clinical time at Physi-

cian’s Express Care under the guidance of Dr. Rich-

ard Dukes and his staff of physician assistants and 

nurse practitioners.  Their orientation and clinicals 

were overseen by COO Mandy Willis and Clinic 

Director Laurie Sutton.  The students triaged pa-

tients for admission, monitored vital signs, ob-

tained patient histories and performed initial test-

ing.  They were also responsible for patient data 

entry and helping with the overall flow of patients 

throughout the urgent care system.  

“I am so excited about having this certification as I 

leave for the University of Georgia to study pre-

nursing,” graduate Camille Fahrnbauer said.  “This 

certification will help me get a part-time job at Ath-

ens Regional or a physician’s office while I am in 

school.  I am hoping it will help me get ahead of 

other potential nursing majors trying to get into 

one of the most competitive degrees at UGA.” 

From left to right, front row: Nicole Crawley, Brianna 
Moon, Chandler Clenney, Sarah Greer, Abigail 
McMahan; back row: Peyton Holbrook and German 
Jimenez.  Not pictured: Kaylee Barclay, Camille Fahrn-
bauer, Madison Hamby and Chloe Shepard. 

Cherokee County School District had two high schools named to the U.S. News and World Re-

port’s “Best High Schools in America” list released in May.  River Ridge HS and Sequoyah HS 

earned silver medals under the magazine’s ranking methodology, which awards gold, silver or 

bronze medals based on multiple factors, including AP exam results and performance of disad-

vantaged students.  CCSD has had as many as four of its six high schools on the list in past 

years, and Sequoyah HS had made the list each of the last four years.  This is River Ridge High School’s 

first appearance on the list (as a new school with its first graduating class in 2013, River Ridge has just 

recently become eligible for such data-based rankings). 

Two CCSD Schools Make This Year’s ‘Best High Schools in America’ List 
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CCSD Special Needs Grad Rate Tops Metro, Exceeds State 

This summer, a story appeared on the front page 

of the Atlanta Journal-Constitution regarding the 

State of Georgia’s low graduation rate for Special 

Needs students, indicating only 36 percent of this 

population statewide earned a high school diplo-

ma within four years. While Cherokee County 

School District is not mentioned in the article (“Is 

Georgia Failing Its Disabled Students?” June 15, 

2015), CCSD Special Needs students are perform-

ing well by this measure. CCSD has the highest 

graduation rate for Special Needs students in the 

10-county Metropolitan Atlanta area at 57 percent, 

an increase from 50 percent the prior year.   

The graduation rate is determined the same for this 

subgroup as it is for regular education students—

students must earn a regular education diploma 

within four years to count towards the graduation 

rate, no matter the type of learning disabilities or 

other challenges they may face.   

While leading the Metro area is noteworthy, it does 

not mean CCSD is content with its Special Needs 

graduation rate— the District continues to explore 

ways to help Special Needs students be successful.   

One of its most promising programs is the expan-

sion of the pilot Competitive High School Options 

In Careers and Education (CHOICE) program at 

Cherokee High School, which provides tutoring, 

mentoring and other additional services to aid Spe-

cial Needs students in earning regular education 

diplomas. In the first year (2013-14), CHS targeted 

12 rising seniors for the program, nine of whom 

graduated—a rate of 75 percent. In 2014-15, 16 of 19 

students selected for the CHOICE program gradu-

ated, a rate of 84 percent.  Grants from the Chero-

kee County Educational Foundation and the Chero-

kee County Service League helped to fund 

CHOICE. In grades 9-11, Special Needs students 

most at risk for not graduating are targeted for addi-

tional assistance through the State’s GraduateFIRST 

program. 

CCSD supports all its high school students by 

providing them with choices to assist them in reach-

ing the goal of graduation through multiple options, 

such as: ACE Academy, our alternative day middle 

school/high school program; Polaris Evening Pro-

gram, our evening high school program; C3 Acade-

my, our expanded online middle school/high school 

program; and Summer School initial credit and cred-

it recovery courses.   

“Graduation is the culmination of many years of 

hard work by not only students, but also the parents, 

grandparents, teachers, counselors, administrators, 

support staff, business partners and volunteers who 

together prepare every one of our community’s chil-

dren for future success no matter the path they 

choose or the challenges they face,” said Superinten-

dent of Schools Dr. Frank R. Petruzielo.  

 

2014 Metro Atlanta Graduation Rate  

for Special Needs Students 

Cherokee County 56.8% 

Clayton County 23.8% 

Cobb County  51.7% 

DeKalb County 24.6% 

Douglas County 35.3% 

Fayette County 49.2% 

Fulton County  42.4% 

Gwinnett County 38.3% 

Henry County  44.3% 

Rockdale County 36.4% 

Georgia Average 36.5% 
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Staff, District Rack Up Technology Awards & Recognitions 

Cherokee County School District earned multiple 

state and national honors and recognitions for its 

technology instruction and expertise in recent 

months, including being named a National Top Ten 

District for effective use of technology and having 

two staff members selected for national honors. 

 The Cherokee County School District for the 

10th time was named one of the top 10 large 

school systems nationwide for its effective use of 

technology in education, placing seventh in the 

annual Digital School Districts Survey conducted 

by the Center for Digital Education and the Na-

tional School Boards Association (NSBA). With 

this year’s recognition, CCSD made its 10th ap-

pearance in the Top 10 since 2004.  

 CCSD Technology Projects Specialist Sandi Ad-

ams earned the designation of a Microsoft Inno-

vative Educator Expert, which signifies that she 

has attained and mastered in-depth knowledge 

of Microsoft’s extensive offerings of productivity 

tools used daily in CCSD schools and world-

wide. Mrs. Adams was selected as one of 20 indi-

viduals in the United States, and one of 300 

worldwide, by the U.S. Microsoft Educator Net-

work team, to attend the Microsoft Innovative Ed-

ucator Expert Global Educator Exchange (E2). 

 The Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) this 

spring announced Woodstock Elementary 

School’s Kristen Brooks had been selected as a 

member of the 2015 Class of PBS LearningMedia 

Digital Innovators.  This diverse group of 100 

tech-savvy educators from across the country was 

selected for their passion and commitment to in-

novative teaching practices that integrate digital 

media and technology in the classroom. 

 Holly Springs Elementary School STEM Acade-

my was recognized by Microsoft in April as the 

Kristen Brooks instructs students in the iPad Lab. 

Sandi Adams, center, and MIE graduates. 

first (and only) school in the nation to achieve 

Microsoft Innovative Educators (MIE) certifica-

tion for all its teachers, paraprofessionals, spe-

cialists and administrators.   

 CCSD students garnered 14 State winners at the 

Georgia Technology Fair this spring, including 

four first-place winners, three second-place and 

seven third-place finishers. 

 CCSD won another round of Connections to 

Classrooms grant funding from the State in 

May, in addition to an award in October.  Total 

funding eligibility is $1.7 Million for CCSD.  The 

funds are being used to upgrade Internet connec-

tions in schools and wireless ac-

cess points in class-

rooms. 
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Class of  2015 Top Graduates Honored 
The Cherokee County School District graduated 

more than 2,500 members of the Class of 2015 dur-

ing ceremonies May 28-30, and the top graduates 

were recognized May 27 at the District’s 15th Annu-

al Scholar Recognition Banquet. School Superin-

tendent Dr. Frank R. Petruzielo and School Board 

Members  congratulated the valedictorian and sa-

lutatorian from each high school, who shared 

their plans for college and future career 

fields.  Each student selected a teacher who was 

especially influential on his or her high school 

career to honor at the banquet.   

2015 Valedictorians and Salutatorians 

Cherokee High School 

 Valedictorian:  Austin Floyd 

 Teacher:  Heather Smith 

 Salutatorian:  Kathryn Huller 

 Teacher:  Justin Jones 

Creekview High School 

 Valedictorian:  Jacob Cochran 

 Teacher:  James Rasmussen 

 Salutatorian:  Calli Ruschmeyer 

 Teacher:  Cynthia Humphlett 

Etowah High School 

 Valedictorian:  Joseph Litrel 

 Teacher:  Brian Heglund 

 Salutatorian:  Samantha Kaczaral 

 Teacher:  Billie Morgan 

River Ridge High School 

 Valedictorian:  Hsin Yi Chen 

 Teacher:  Henley Sawicki 

 Salutatorian:  Brandon Perez 

 Teacher:  Jon McDuffie 

Sequoyah High School 

 Valedictorian:  Ansley Petherick 

 Teacher:  Dr. Wendy Roberts 

 Salutatorian:  Rachel Haas 

 Teacher:  Paul Peacock 

Woodstock High School 

 Valedictorian:  Parth Patel 

 Teacher:  Karen Zayance 

 Salutatorian:  Jacob Beckham 

 Teacher:  Ryan McKendrick 

Corporate sponsors for the event included Platinum 

sponsors KRH Architects; Manley, Spangler & Smith; 

Northside Hospital-Cherokee; Poole’s Insulation 

Company; Woodmont Golf and Country Club.  Gold 

sponsors were Brown & Brown Insurance of GA; 

Cardno; NOVA Engineering & Environmental; Sea-

sonal Designs; Traditions Turf Management, 

Inc.  Silver sponsors were Coweta Fayette EMC True 

Natural Gas; EF Education First; Eyemed; Morse 

Communications; and The Travel Store, Inc. 

Front row, from left:  Jacob Cochran, Calli Ruschmeyer, Hsin Yi 
Chen, Kathryn Huller and Austin Floyd.  Second Row, from 
left:  Ansley Petherick, Rachel Haas, Samantha Kaczaral and 
Parth Patel.  Back row, from left:  Joseph Litrel, Brandon Perez 
and Jacob Beckham. 

 Clark Creek ES STEM Academy is CCSD’s first 

school to undergo the rigorous review to earn the 

prestigious State STEM Certification, with the 

official certification visit scheduled for Sept. 16;   

 Teasley Middle School is home to several of 

CCSD’s pilot technology programs including the 

one-to-one laptop initiative, mediascape centers 

and the Virtual Vortex 3-D STEM lab; and, 

 Creekview High School is home to the 2014 Team 

America Rocketry Challenge National champion-

ship-winning and internationally competitive 

aeronautics program. 

STEM, continued from Page 1 
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Cherokee County School District was named one 

of the 2015 U.S. Department of Education Green 

Ribbon School District Sustainability Awardees.  

“Environmental awareness and responsibility 

benefits the physical health and safety of students 

and staff, the financial health of the system and 

the overall health of our entire community and its 

resources,” said Superintendent of Schools Dr. 

Frank R. Petruzielo.   “As we prepare students for 

the future, that future must include being good 

stewards of the planet, and we are proud that 

Cherokee County School District is being 

acknowledged on a national level for our efforts 

in this regard. ” 

In total, across the Nation, 58 schools and 14 dis-

tricts were honored for their exemplary efforts 

to reduce environmental impact and utility 

costs, promote better health, and ensure effec-

tive environmental education, including civics 

and green career pathways. In addition, nine 

colleges and universities were honored for the 

Postsecondary Sustainability Award.   

The schools, districts, and postsecondary institu-

tions were confirmed from a pool of candidates 

voluntarily nominated by 30 state education 

agencies, with honorees selected from 28 jurisdic-

tions.   The list of 81 total selectees includes 52 

public schools and six private schools. The list of 

all selected schools, districts, colleges, and univer-

sities, as well as their nomination packages, can 

be found at  http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green

-ribbon-schools/index.html.  

Cherokee School District Named 

A National Green Ribbon District 

All six CCSD traditional high schools made The 

Washington Post's list of “America's Most Chal-

lenging High Schools.”  “America’s Most Chal-

lenging High Schools” ranks schools through an 

index formula that includes the number of Ad-

vanced Placement, International Baccalaureate 

and Advanced International Certificate of Educa-

tion tests given at a school each year, divided by 

the number of seniors who graduated that 

year.   A ratio of 1.000 means the school had as 

many tests as graduates.  This year, just 11 percent 

of the approximately 22,000 U.S. public high 

schools managed to earn placement on the list.  

http://apps.washingtonpost.com/local/

All Six CCSD High Schools Among 

‘America’s Most Challenging’ 

Woodstock Middle School’s science bowl team 

qualified to compete in the 2015 National Science 

Bowl after winning the Regional competition this 

spring.  The team, which went undefeated through 

the sub-regional and regional competitions, was the 

only middle school team represent the state of Geor-

gia at the National competition, which was from 

April 30 to May 4 in Washington, D.C. and won sev-

eral rounds, finishing fourth in their division and 

19th overall. All expenses for the team’s trip were 

paid as part of its Regional championship prize. 

The team of Laney Broussard, Greg Carroll, Katie 

Gilliam, Andy Jiang and Camilo Rincon is 

coached by Brandi Miller and Heidi Switzer. 

The 25th annual National competition gives middle 

and high school students the opportunity to com-

pete by solving technical problems and answering 

questions from science fields including biology, 

chemistry, Earth and space science, physics and 

math. More than 14,000 students participate each 

year in the various levels of the competition. 

Woodstock MS Science Team 

Competes at National Bowl 

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/index.html
http://apps.washingtonpost.com/local/highschoolchallenge/
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Clark Creek STEM Academy 

Wins State Science Honor  

Clark Creek Elementary School STEM Academy 

has been selected as the 2015 Georgia Project 

WET (Water Education for Teachers) School of 

the Year.  The Georgia Department of Natural Re-

sources’ Environmental Protection Division (EPD) 

administers the program and presents the annual 

award.  “The school’s commitment to water educa-

tion is remarkable,” said Jo Adang, Project WET 

Coordinator for the State.  “By engaging elemen-

tary students in a variety of water related activities 

and classroom experiences they are able to better 

understand their impact on the environment and 

the importance of water conservation.”   

The goal of Project WET, according to the EPD, is 

to “facilitate and promote awareness, appreciation, 

knowledge, and stewardship of water resources 

through the development and dissemination of 

classroom-ready teaching aids and through the es-

tablishment of state and internationally sponsored 

Project WET programs.”  

Cherokee County School District’s 2015 Media Spe-

cialist of the Year was named the regional winner. 

Woodstock Middle School 

Media Specialist Wendy 

Cope in March was sur-

prised with the CCSD 

award – the first time the 

honor was presented by the 

District. 

She was notified in July by 

the Georgia Library Media 

Association that she is the 

regional winner for North 

Central Georgia and now 

will be considered for the 

statewide Georgia Media 

Specialist of the Year award 

to be announced in Octo-

ber. 

Ms. Cope and other regional winners will be recog-

nized at an award luncheon this fall at the Georgia 

International Convention Center in Atlanta. 

Ms. Cope earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Eng-

lish and Master of Education degree, both from the 

University of Georgia, and a specialist degree in Li-

brary Media and Information Technology from Uni-

versity of West Georgia.   

She previously served as a classroom teacher at 

Woodstock Middle School and River Ridge High 

School.   

CCSD Media Specialist of  

the Year Wins Region Title 

Boston’s Sue Hartwell Chosen as School 

District ‘Counselor of the Year’ for 2015 

Boston ES Counselor Sue Hartwell receives a recognition 

plaque from Superintendent Dr. Frank Petruzielo after being 

surprised with the announcement that she was chosen as 

the school District’s Counselor of the Year for 2015. 
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 September 3  School Board Meeting 7 pm 

 September 7  Labor Day Holiday 
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 October 9  End of Term 

 October 15  School Board Meeting 7 pm 
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 November 5  School Board Meeting 7 pm 

 November 11  Progress Reports 

 Nov. 23-27  Thanksgiving Break 

UPCOMING DATES 

Twenty-five Cherokee County School Dis-

trict students were honored as State PTA 

Reflections Contest winners, and three are 

advancing to the National competition.  

The State winners were honored by the 

Georgia PTA during a ceremony at the 

High Museum in Atlanta.   

Dance Choreography Awards 

 Second Grade, Second Place – Lindsay Morris, Hickory Flat  

 11th Grade, First Place – Elizabeth Hale, Etowah HS 

 12th Grade, Second Place – Kathryn Huller, Cherokee HS 

Film Production Awards 

 Fourth Grade, First Place and Intermediate Division Entry 

to National – Brayden Fuentes, Macedonia ES 

 Sixth Grade, Second Place – David Collie,  Holly Springs ES 

 Seventh Grade, Second Place – Jed Guin, Mill Creek MS 

 10th Grade, First Place – Caroline Usry, Etowah HS 

Literature Awards 

 Fourth Grade, Third Place – Katy Krumrey, Sixes ES 

 Fifth Grade, First Place – Suzanne Cook, Mountain Road ES 

 Ninth Grade, Third Place – Marissa Henager, River Ridge HS 

 10th Grade, First Place and High Division Entry to National 

– Isabelle Riddle, Sequoyah HS 

 11th Grade, Second Place – Connor Booz, Wood-

stock HS 

 12th Grade, First Place – Rachel Fisher, Etowah 

HS 

Photography Awards 

 Third Grade, Second Place – Jesse Martinez, 

Free Home ES 

 Third Grade, Third Place – Christina Warren, 

Avery ES 

 Fifth Grade, Second Place – William Jones, Hasty ES 

 Sixth Grade, Second Place – Camila Medina, Mill Creek MS 

 11th Grade, First Place – Sarah Burris, Sequoyah HS 

Visual Arts Awards 

 Second Grade, Second Place – Adora Snapp, Macedonia ES 

 Ninth Grade, Second Place – Taylor Montooth, Sequoyah 

HS 

Georgia Special Artist Photography Awards 

 First Place and Photography Entry to National – Preston 

Johnson, Hickory Flat ES 

 First and Second Place – Ryan Weber, Bascomb ES 

 Third Place – Brody Wright, Indian Knoll ES 

Georgia Special Artist Literature Awards 

 Second Place – Alexia Irwin, Ball Ground ES STEM Academy 

Georgia Special Artist Visual Arts Awards 

 Second Place – Almas Hussain, Little River ES 

25 CCSD Students Place at PTA State Reflections Contest 

http://www.facebook.com/CherokeeGASchools
https://twitter.com/CherokeeSchools
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CCSD Juniors Excel on State Writing Exam 
Cherokee County School District students continue 

to surpass their classmates statewide on the Geor-

gia High School Writing Test (GHSWT), with 99 

percent of regular education program students 

passing it on their first attempt. 

Students in the 11th grade must pass the two-hour test 

in order to show mastery of essential writing skills 

and earn a regular education diploma.  This is the last 

year for the GHSWT, as student writing will be evalu-

ated in the future by the Georgia Milestones Assess-

ment System. 

Each GHSWT is scored by two Georgia Center for 

Assessment readers, who independently rate the re-

sponses to persuasive writing prompts on four do-

mains of writing.  The test is administered three times 

a year so that students have multiple opportunities to 

pass it before the end of the 12th grade.  Teachers 

STEM Academy LEGO Teams Compete At Region, State 
Two CCSD STEM Academies had strong showings from several teams at recent 

regional First LEGO League Robotics competitions, with two teams advancing to 

the State competition at Georgia Tech.  

A team from Holly Springs STEM Academy won the Robot Performance 

trophy at a regional competition hosted by Mill Creek MS, while Clark 

Creek STEM Academy had two teams place and qualify for the Super Re-

gion competition in January.   Both of the Clark Creek teams excelled at the 

Super Region and advanced to the State competition, held  at Georgia Tech in late 

January, where the top 30 teams in Georgia competed.   

FIRST LEGO League is a robotics program for 9 to 14 year olds, which is de-

signed to excite them about science and technology -- and teach them valuable 

employment and life skills.  Teams compete in four categories: Robot Missions, 

Robot Design, Core Values and Research.   

Clark Creek students at the State 

LEGO League competition at 

Georgia Tech. 

have access to their students’ scores to plan appro-

priate instruction based on strengths and weaknesses 

for students who did not initially pass the test. 

The percentage of CCSD’s 2,567 Grade 11 first-time 

regular program test-takers passing the Fall 2014 

GHSWT is 99 percent, tying the 2013 CCSD rate 

and exceeding the State’s 2014 rate of 96 per-

cent.  Additionally, all CCSD high schools exceeded 

the State’s rate.  The performance of CCSD’s stu-

dents with disabilities also significantly exceeded 

State results, with 91 percent passing, as com-

pared to the State’s rate of 79 percent. 

 2012 2013 2014 

CCSD         

Passage Rate 
99% 99% 99% 
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Ball Ground STEM Academy Educator Named Top Teacher 

CCSD Four–Year Graduation Rate Continues to Improve 

See Graduation Rate, page  12 
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Joy Silk is surprised in her classroom with the announcement 

she is the Cherokee County Teacher of the Year. 

tendent of Schools Dr. Frank R. Petruzielo to Ms. 

Silk seems as inevitable as a vinegar and baking soda 

volcanic eruption at the science fair. 

“You’re exactly what the doctor ordered for a STEM 

Academy,” Dr. Petruzielo said, praising her expertise 

and willingness to share it with students and col-

leagues alike. 
See TOTY, page 10  

See complete list of 2015 TOTY Nominees on page 11  

Ball Ground Elementary School STEM Academy 

teacher Joy Silk has teaching in her genes and nerdi-

ness in her heart. 

The self-described nerd says she found her 

dream job with the Cherokee County School Dis-

trict’s creation of STEM Academies and her role 

as a STEM lab and AIM gifted program teach-

er… and the announcement this fall that she is 

CCSD’s Teacher of the Year validated her pas-

sion and her path. 

“It doesn’t get any better than this,” she said, wiping 

away tears, as she talked about her love of teaching 

children is not just about science, technology, engi-

neering and math, but also the importance of prob-

lem-solving, communication and that “failure is 

OK.”  “I love technology… I don’t know what I’d 

do if I wasn’t in CCSD.” 

The District’s Teacher of the Year is selected by a 

panel of community leaders, who evaluate applica-

tions from each school’s Teacher of the Year.  The 

school winners are selected by their peers.  Know-

ing Ms. Silk’s background and hearing her heart, the 

surprise presentation by Cherokee County Superin-

The Cherokee County School District’s four-

year graduation rate increased for the Class of 

2014 and continues to exceed State averages. 

The School District’s four-year graduation 

rate of 82% for 2014, up from 78% for 2013, 

made CCSD the second-highest ranked metro 

Atlanta county school system, according to 

data released this fall by the Georgia Depart-

ment of Education. This rate also exceeds the 

State’s four-year rate of 72%. In addition to the 

School District’s four-year graduation rate in-

creasing by four points, every CCSD high 

school’s rate remained steady or increased, with 

Cherokee HS steady at 72%, Creekview HS in-
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Five members of the Cherokee County Board of Ed-

ucation were sworn into office at the January 15 

School Board meeting, and the newly-seated Board 

was met with a standing ovation from the audience.   

Serving their first terms on the School Board are John 

New School Board Members Ready to Lead CCSD 

Front row, from left, Kyla Cromer, Janet Read and Patsy Jor-
dan.  Back row, from left, Robert Rechsteiner, Mike Chapman, 
Clark Menard, John Harmon and Superintendent Dr. Frank R. 
Petruzielo. 

Harmon (District 3) and Clark Menard (District 5), 

both of whom won contested races for those seats in 

the Republican Primary.  Kyla Cromer (District 1), 

who has been serving an appointment by the Board 

since July, was sworn in after being elected to fill 

an unexpired term in the November election.   

Mike Chapman (District 6), after a a two-year hia-

tus from the School Board, was sworn in to serve 

his first term representing a new District since leg-

islative reapportionment drew him out of the district 

he had served for 11 years.   

Robert Rechsteiner (District 4) was sworn in to start 

his third term on the School Board.  Both Chapman 

and Rechsteiner prevailed in contested races in the 

Republican Primary in May. 

Chapman, Cromer, Harmon, Menard and Rech-

steiner joined sitting School Board Chair Janet 

Read and District 2’s Patsy Jordan after being 

sworn in by Probate Judge Keith Wood.    

The Cherokee County School District’s Assis-

tant Superintendent for Financial Management  

won the top State award presented by his peers.   

Assistant Superintendent Candler Howell 

was honored in November with the 2014 

Outstanding School Business Official Award, 

from the Georgia Association of School Busi-

ness Officials.  The annual award recognizes 

one Association member “who exemplified profes-

sionalism, leadership and innovation in the field of 

school business management” and gives outstand-

ing service to their profession, their colleagues and 

their communities.     

Mr. Howell, who retired at the end of 2014, joined 

CCSD 27 years ago as its chief financial officer, a role 

he has held ever since.  During his tenure, he led the 

department through the community’s signifi-

cant growth, including a tenfold increase in 

the School District’s operating budget, as 

well as through challenges such as the recent 

economic downturn and State “austerity 

budget cuts” of more than $121 Million over 

the last five years.   

“Candler exhibits the organization skills, com-

petence and professionalism of an outstanding au-

ditor and financial management expert, while 

maintaining a systematic and common sense ap-

proach to dealing with extraordinary fiscal chal-

lenges… and a thoughtful and personable demean-

or in dealing with colleagues and employees at all 

levels of the CCSD organization,” Superintendent 

of Schools Dr. Petruzielo said. 

CCSD Finance Chief  Wins Statewide Honor 

C. Howell 
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Canton ES STEM Academy Chosen as School Bell Winner 
Canton Elementary School STEM Academy 

Principal Beth Long accepted the 2014 School 

Bell Award, presented by the Georgia Associa-

tion of Elementary School Principals, at the or-

ganization’s conference in November. This dis-

tinguished honor is presented to 10 schools in 

Georgia each year in recognition of outstanding 

programs in the area of curriculum and organi-

zational leadership. 

Canton ES was selected for this honor based on its 

outstanding initiative, “Improving School Climate 

and Communication to Increase Engagement.” The 

selection committee chooses exemplary programs 

that show positive results 

and reflect involvement of 

staff, students, parents and 

community.   

“Congratulations to Canton 

Elementary School STEM 

Academy and the Canton 

community for this well-

deserved recognition,” said 

Dr. Frank R. Petruzielo, Su-

perintendent of Schools.   

“The leadership team at 

Canton ES, along with teachers, support staff and 

parents, have worked hard to ensure they are 

providing students and families with the resources 

and support they need to be successful.  Beth Long 

and her staff have enlisted community partners, 

pursued grants and worked tirelessly to bring great 

opportunities to the school and its students.” 

Canton ES STEM Academy serves a diverse 

population of learners, 89 percent of whom 

qualify for free or reduced-price lunch and 40 

percent of whom need English to Speakers of 

Other Languages (ESOL) services. Ms. Long 

collaborated with the Instructional Leadership 

Team, PTA and the School Advisory Council to 

develop plans for the initiative that would support 

three school goals:  improve school climate, en-

hance communication and encourage community 

relations.  Components of the resulting initiative includ-

ed: 

 Enhancing staff development targeted at ESOL sup-

port and family engagement. 

 Hosting United Way Family Leadership Institute for 

parents to learn more about community engagement 

and personal and school leadership. 

 Creating a Parent Resource Room and expanded the 

Canton Care Closet to provide materials and essen-

tials for families in need. 

 Hosting “Canton Connects” nights for families to 

come into the school and learn about curriculum, 

testing, Internet safety, STEM programs and more. 

 Expanding use of translation ser-

vices for parents whose native lan-

guage is Spanish, and provided all 

emails and newsletter information in 

dual languages. 

 Creating new school events, like a 

hot air balloon launch at the school 

and a day of rodeo-themed math 

events, to create excitement about 

learning. 

 Hosting award-winning children’s 

book author Carmen Agra-Deedy for two 

days to share stories with students and discuss writ-

ing and life as an immigrant. 

 Hosting local community and school groups at the 

school, such as the YMCA Board of Directors, 

Chamber of Commerce Leadership Cherokee, ESOL 

endorsement classes and Title I Peer Review. 

 Expanding involvement of community partners such 

as Oak Leaf Church, RaceTrac fuel station, Rotary 

Club of Canton, Soleil Book Club, and Cherokee HS. 

“Parents and community stakeholders have become 

more informed about the school’s challenges, strengths, 

needs and successes through this initiative,” said Princi-

pal Long.  “We are extremely fortunate to have the out-

pouring of parent, community and district support to 

help ensure that our students have the best opportunities 

to reach their goals.” 

Beth Long accepts the School Bell Award. 
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The Cherokee County School District and partnering organizations won a $1.9 million grant for the 

“CCSD - ArtsNow Impact” project that will benefit the Cherokee Academies – Fine Arts Academies 

initiative.  

The School District and partners [ArtsNow: Teaching and Learning Across the Curriculum, Savannah College 

of Art and Design - Atlanta, Georgia Institute of Technology’s Center for Education Integrating Science, 

Mathematics and Computing (CEISMC) and James A. Jackson Elementary School in Clayton County], were 

selected for the prestigious Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination Grant by the U. S. De-

partment of Education.  The grant winners were announced in October. 

“We are ecstatic that the children of Cherokee County will benefit from this extraordinary financial support 

for innovation in the classroom,” Superintendent of Schools 

Dr. Frank R. Petruzielo said.  “This grant offers not only sig-

nificant funding to enhance our Fine Arts Academies 

through greater professional development opportunities 

for our teachers, but also will provide important data to 

aid our School District and school systems across the Na-

tion in developing new models for instruction.  We are so 

proud of the efforts of our staff, especially Office of Financial 

Management Director Kenneth Owen, who oversees grants 

accounting, and our valued partners that led to the receipt of 

this grant… one of the largest single grants awarded in our 

School District’s history.”  

The grant funding will be distributed over four years.  The 

Cherokee County School District is the fiscal agent and will 

appoint a Project Director.   

The focus of the “CCSD - ArtsNow Impact” project is to 

evaluate how integrating arts into core content areas, 

which is the strategy used at CCSD’s Fine Arts Acade-

mies at Hasty and Oak Grove Elementary Schools, im-

proves overall student academic achievement. 

ArtsNow, a nationally recognized leader in the field of arts 

integration, which worked with CCSD to launch the Fine 

Arts Academies, will provide high-quality professional learn-

ing to teachers, as well as assist the post-secondary partners 

in the development of lesson plans and activities that inte-

grate arts in science, mathematics and language arts 

units.  These lessons and activities will then be presented in 

Hasty and Oak Grove Elementary Schools in CCSD and at 

Jackson Elementary in Clayton County – all of which are 

high-need Title I schools; and resulting scores on standard-

ized tests and other means will be collected. 

CCSD Wins $1.9 Million Grant for Fine Arts Academies 

 Fine Arts scenes from Oak Grove and Hasty: 
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Cherokee County School District high school stu-

dents not only continue to exceed National and State 

averages on rigorous Advance Placement (AP) ex-

ams, but the school system as a whole has earned the 

second-highest passage rate in Georgia. 

The School District, with a passage rate of 76% 

among the 3,424 tests administered in the spring 

of 2014, ranks second out of Georgia’s 180 school 

systems (behind only Bremen City Schools, which 

administered 98 tests), according to data released 

by the Georgia Department of Education this 

fall.  The School District’s 2014 test administra-

tion passage rate of 76% exceeds both the Nation 

at 59% and the State at 56%.   

“This achievement, which is coupled with an 11% 

increase in the number of tests administered in 

CCSD, is further testimony to the dedication of stu-

dents and of teachers, administrators, parents, volun-

teers, business partners and the entire community to 

ensure that each student has the opportunity to start 

college as successfully as possible,” Superintendent 

of Schools Dr. Frank R. Petruzielo said.   

The program has grown significantly in CCSD… 

from 400 exams administered in 1999 to 3,424 in 

2014 (a 756% increase!), with AP courses and ex-

ams offered in 24 subjects.   

The AP Program allows high school students who 

score a 3, 4 or 5 on an AP exam to earn college cred-

it in high school and, subsequently, to exempt those 

courses in college.  Studies show that students who 

participate in AP courses are more likely to earn 

higher scores on the SAT and ACT and to complete 

their college education.  Passage of AP exams places 

students at an academic and financial advantage, 

studies show, as they can both begin classes in their 

major sooner and avoid tuition costs for exempted 

courses.   

All of CCSD’s high schools additionally have been 

named Georgia AP STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics) or AP STEM 

Achievement High Schools in recognition of out-

standing student passage and participation levels and 

the variety of course offerings. 

“Advanced Placement classes are the most challeng-

ing high school courses available to students nation-

wide; and these results show that CCSD students, 

teachers and schools are more than up to that chal-

lenge!” Dr. Petruzielo added.  “We remain focused 

on continuing to increase participation in these 

courses and passage of these exams in tandem with 

our mission of ensuring that each child is prepared to 

succeed in further studies and careers.” 

 2014 Scores:  District 
Test 

Takers 
Total Exams 

Taken 

Number  

of Exams  

Scoring 3, 4 or 5 

% Scoring  

3, 4 or 5 

Bremen City Schools 72 98 80 81.6% 

Cherokee County School District 1,901 3,424 2,630 76.8% 

Oconee County Schools 810 1,701 1,270 74.7% 

Forsyth County Schools 3,840 6,742 4,971 73.7% 

Fayette County School District 1,576 2,727 2,008 73.6% 

Fannin County Schools 69 86 61 70.9% 

Cobb County School District 8,023 15,577 10,529 67.6% 

Jefferson City Schools 167 225 152 67.6% 

Columbia County Schools 1,480 2,266 1,516 66.9% 

TOP 10 SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN GEORGIA BASED ON AP EXAM PASS RATES 
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Creekland MS Team Wins ‘Think 

Through Math’ Journal Challenge 

River Ridge Students Place 

Second in State Video Contest 

A team of two River Ridge High School students 

placed second in a statewide video contest  in De-

cember.  Raven Anthony and Logan Case are the 

runners-up in the “We’re Not Gonna Take It” 

video contest sponsored by the Office of State At-

torney General Olens. 

More than 200 entries were received for the contest 

aimed at preventing prescription drug abuse among 

teens, which was open to all Georgia high school 

students and judged by a panel of TV reporters from 

around the state.  The video produced by Raven and 

Logan promoted a healthy lifestyle that included re-

jection of prescription drug abuse, by showing the 

contrast of life with and without prescription drug 

abuse. 

“Congratulations to all of the winners of the 

‘We’re Not Gonna Take It’ video contest,” said 

Attorney General Olens. “We received many ex-

cellent entries, and I know the judges had a diffi-

cult task in choosing a winner.  The winning video 

sends a strong message that abusing prescription 

drugs is not a game and can turn deadly quickly.” 

The winning videos can be viewed at 

www.law.ga.gov/videocontest.   

State Attorney General Olens congratulates Logan Case, left, 
and Raven Anthony upon their second-place win. 

Creekland Middle School sixth-graders recently 

won the National Think Through Math Journal 

Competition.  Sixth-grade math teacher Babette 

DeLaune encouraged her students to enter the 

monthly competition, and her students were named 

three out of four winners for the months of October 

and November.  The winners are: Christopher Ad-

ams, Andrew Cloy, Mackenzie Czerner, Alexa 

Kreh, Ivan Shi and Genevieve Smith. The judges 

said they were impressed with the students’ journal 

entries including the detail of their thought pro-

cess.  “Math journals support learning because, in 

order to get their ideas on paper, students must or-

ganize, clarify, and reflect on their thinking,” Prin-

cipal Dr. Deborah Wiseman said. 

Teasley Middle School has been named a Georgia 

Family – Friendly Partnership School Award finalist 

by the Georgia Department of Education.  Nine fi-

nalists were chosen from applicants statewide.  A 

panel of six judges will visit the school this spring 

to see firsthand how the school has “cultivated an 

environment where families and community 

members feel they belong, and in turn, play an 

important role in supporting your school’s stu-

dent success.”  The visit will include tour ing the 

school and speaking with school staff as well as 

available parents and students.  Winners will be an-

nounced in late April or early May.  Woodstock ES 

won the state award in 2013. 

Teasley MS Named A Finalist in State 

Family-Friendly Partnership Program 

http://www.law.ga.gov/videocontest
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Etowah HS Senior Awarded      

Regional Honor for Achievement  
Etowah High School senior Katherine Morawa won 

a regional award in recognition of academic 

achievement and leadership. 

Katherine has won the Hispanic Heritage Foun-

dation 2014 Regional Youth Gold Award in the 

Education category.  The awards for the Atlanta 

region recently were presented during an 

awards ceremony held at Georgia Tech Institute 

of Technology. 

 The Youth Awards honor Latino high school sen-

iors who excel in the classroom and community and 

for their achievement in various areas of study; the 

Education award is sponsored by Southwest Air-

lines.  Three students are honored in each category 

– one Gold, one Silver and one Bronze winner – in 

each of the Foundation’s 10 regions; of the 30 total 

honorees, one will be selected as the National 

Youth Award recipient of the category. 

Approximately 10,000 applications are submitted 

each year by high school juniors, who are honored 

as seniors in the fall.  Students have an average 

GPA of 3.5 or higher, and winning students are role 

models who “inspire others and shatter negative 

stereotypes.”   Last school year Katherine also won 

the prestigious 2014 Junior Travel Award to Spain 

presented by the National Spanish Exam. 

Avery ES fifth-grade math 

teacher Tori Sinco was sur-

prised on Nov. 14 in the 

school media center when 

she was named one of 16 

"Heroes in the Classroom" 

selected this year in Geor-

gia by the Atlanta Falcons, 

SunTrust and Symetra.   

The award includes a Fal-

cons prize package, tickets to 

a Falcons game (with on-field recognition), a Fal-

cons jersey autographed by Julio Jones and a $1,000 

donation for classroom supplies.  She was nominat-

ed for the award by Amy Collett, the parent of an 

Avery ES student. 

Ms. Sinco earlier this school year was selected to 

present with a group of her students at the 2014 

Georgia Educational Technology Conference; last 

school year, she won a pres-

tigious Georgia Innova-

tion in Teaching grant, 

and she is a previous 

Teacher of the Year for 

her school. 

Avery ES teacher Tori Sinco, center, is surprised by the Atlanta 

Falcons  and SunTrust as a Hero in the Classroom. 

Avery ES Teacher Named A 

‘Hero in the Classroom’ 

Teacher Wins ‘Artist of  the Year’  

Mill Creek MS Physical Education teacher Thomas Fountain 
is also a country music artist.  He recently was named 2014 
Male Artist of the Year and 2014 Overall Artist of the Year 
for the Georgia Country Music Awards.  

Photo:  Thomas Fountain Facebook page 
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Knox ES Club Supports   

Visually Impaired Students 

Knox Elementary School is opening the commu-

nity’s eyes to the challenges faced by visually im-

paired students through the establishment of a 

new club to support them.   

Katie Strack, the school’s teacher of students 

with visual impairments, this school year started 

Blind Believers, an extra-curricular organization 

that is open to visually impaired students in all 

grades from throughout the Cherokee County 

School District.   

“While we have only had a couple of meetings, we 

hope to become an influential group,” Ms. Strack 

said.  “Our motto is ‘I can do anything you can do, 

just in a different way!’” 

Blind Believers’ mission is to raise awareness for 

individuals with visual impairments, offer activities 

that promote independence and participate in relat-

ed service projects.   

Activities so far this school year have included a 

fundraiser to purchase Beep Kickball (http://

www.beepkickball.com/), an adapted version of the 

game for the visually impaired, and the creation of 

an entry for the Riverfest scarecrow competition 

and display that was designed with tactile decora-

tions and orientation and equipped with a mobility 

cane.   

Blind Believers raised $725 to purchase the Beep 

Kickball set and now is forming a team to compete 

with teams from around the State.  Ms. Strack said 

she also envisions the Beep Kickball set being used 

in PE classes throughout CCSD to “help to further 

the concepts of respect and acceptance.” 

Charter members of the club include Hasty ES Fine 

Arts Academy fifth-grader Riley Crawford, Mace-

donia ES fourth-grader Sofia Howard, Knox ES 

fifth-grader Sarah Liebert, Indian Knoll ES second-

grader Reagan Waycaster and Macedonia ES kin-

dergartener Emily Worosz. 

For information on joining or assisting Blind Be-

lievers, contact Ms. Strack at 

katie.strack@cherokee.k12.ga.us or 770-324-5939.  

A team of Creekview High School students was one 

of 10 finalists in a Georgia Public Broadcasting 

statewide video contest.  

The team of Nik Daniels, Nick Turano, and Drew 

Young was one of 10 finalists in the 2014 Stop 

The Drop Video Contest.  The annual contest 

focuses on preventing high school dropouts.  Stu-

dents were invited to create a 30-second public 

service announcement video focusing on how to 

improve the State’s graduation rate. 

The Creekview HS team’s video can be viewed at 

this link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=V8pWdW6zX9M.  The overall state winner was 

chosen via online voting in December.  All the fi-

nalist videos can be seen here:  https://

www.youtube.com/playlist?

list=PLMrw7gLLJkYCJEaF-caBfWoon6-GBRTzJ 

Creekview HS Team One of  

10 Finalists in GPB Contest 

 

Principal to Serve on National Council 

Cherokee HS Principal Debra Mur-

dock has been selected for a one-

year term on the National Associa-

tion of Student Councils’ National 

Advisory Council as one of three 

principal-at-large appointments.  The 

Council provides input and feedback 

on topics and issues of importance to 

the Association and its members; in 

addition to top principals from across 

the country, the Council includes eight high school 

representatives and three student council advisers. 

D. Murdock 

http://www.beepkickball.com/
http://www.beepkickball.com/
mailto:katie.strack@cherokee.k12.ga.us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8pWdW6zX9M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8pWdW6zX9M
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMrw7gLLJkYCJEaF-caBfWoon6-GBRTzJ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMrw7gLLJkYCJEaF-caBfWoon6-GBRTzJ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMrw7gLLJkYCJEaF-caBfWoon6-GBRTzJ
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Ms. Silk now is a second-generation CCSD Teach-

er of the Year, following in the footsteps of her 

mother, Judy Brandon, a teacher at the Hasty ES 

and Oak Grove ES Fine Arts Academies, who won 

the honor more than a decade ago at R.M. Moore 

Elementary School.  Her father , Nathan, was Dean 

of Students at then Reinhardt College during most of 

her childhood, which was lived on its campus amid 

young scholars and professors. 

She spent those afternoons instructing her Cabbage 

Patch Kid dolls and teddy bears using old teacher’s 

editions, and recalls a wonderful Christmas when she 

received a favorite present of buckets of chalk and a 

chalkboard line ruler and eraser. 

“As a student, I was a classic nerd.  I loved every-

thing about school and wanted to emulate every 

teacher I ever had.  I participated in every club I was 

eligible for and was probably called (rightfully so) 

teacher’s pet and all matter of other ‘choice’ terms by 

my peers.  I didn’t care.  I’ve always felt secure in 

who I am and what I enjoy,” Ms. Silk said.  “As a 

high school student at Cherokee High, I wasn’t so 

confident in that label and swore to my parents I 

would never be a teacher when I grew up.  I can re-

member them both smirking at me each time I de-

clared it.  I’m so glad I followed my gut and went into 

education – I’ve never regretted that decision.” 

Her students are glad she did, too. 

Ms. Silk was honored in December at the District’s 

annual Teacher of the Year Banquet sponsored by 

Northside Hospital-Cherokee and Credit Union of 

Georgia.  She also will be entered as the District’s 

nominee for 2016 Georgia Teacher of the Year, 

which will be announced in the spring. 

“It’s an honor for Joy and an honor for the school,” 

Principal Dr. Keith Ingram said after the announce-

ment, sharing that he was her former soccer coach at 

Cherokee High, noting that her team spirit is inspir-

ing.  “She never says no… no matter how crazy or 

hair-brained the idea may be.” 

Ms. Silk began her teaching career in 2000 at Boston 

Elementary, where she worked as an Early Interven-

tion Program teacher and technology teacher, and 

then taught at Hasty Elementary and R.M. Moore Ele-

mentary before joining Ball Ground ES STEM Acad-

emy in 2012 in her current role.  She earned her 

bachelor’s degree in education from Reinhardt Uni-

versity followed by a master’s degree in early child-

hood education and an education specialist degree in 

curriculum and instruction, both from Piedmont Col-

lege. 

She mentors new teachers, has served as advisor or 

coach for everything from the school kickball team 

to academic bowl team, teaches courses at Reinhardt 

University, presents workshops at State conferences 

and wins grants to start projects like the science lab 

at R.M. Moore Elementary. 

Ms. Silk, who has two children attending Ball 

Ground ES STEM Academy in the third and sixth 

grades, during the summer break commits her time 

to serving students in other ways… delivering 

MUST Summer Lunches to students who otherwise 

would go hungry and organizing volunteers to pro-

vide school supplies, clothes and other services to 

needy children at the Give a Kid a Chance events.  

She takes her children along so they, too, learn a les-

son. 

“One of the biggest blessings for me, personally, is 

to see my kids serve their classmates and for them to 

see just how some children live who sit next to them 

every day in class.  It changes their perceptions of 

education and opportunity,” she said. 

Her strong belief in the potential of every child to 

succeed has been bolstered by spending her ca-

reer teaching in Title I schools, which have a 

higher percentage of students from low-income 

households, and watching them flourish. 

“STEM is a great equalizer,” she said.  “These 

kids do great when they can get their hands on 

the project.  STEM gives every student a chance 

to be successful.” 

If you take a peek into Ms. Silk’s class, you’ll never 

see the same scene twice.  One day, it’s little ones 

using QR codes to track down the Gingerbread Man 

on a school scavenger hunt.  The next day, it’s an 

older group developing real-life inventions to solve 

engineering problems posed by the Principal.  Or 

creating iMovie book review trailers for less popular 

books in the media center.  Or video-conferencing 

with NASA scientists and astronauts aboard the In-

ternational Space Station. 

TOTY, continued from Page 2 
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2015 Cherokee County Teachers of  the Year Nominees 

ACE Academy  

Arnold Mill Elementary School  

Avery Elementary School   

Ball Ground Elementary School  

Bascomb Elementary School   

Boston Elementary School    

Canton Elementary School  

Carmel Elementary School    

Cherokee High School  

Clark Creek Elementary School  

Clayton Elementary School   

Creekland Middle School   

Creekview High School  

Dean Rusk Middle School   

E.T. Booth Middle School  

Etowah High School   

Free Home Elementary School  

Freedom Middle School  

Hasty Elementary School   

Hickory Flat Elementary School  

Holly Springs Elementary School 

Indian Knoll ES  

Johnston Elementary School  

Knox Elementary School  

Liberty Elementary School   

Little River Elementary School  

L.R. Tippens Education Center  

Macedonia Elementary School  

Mill Creek Middle School   

Mountain Road Elementary School  

Oak Grove Elementary School  

Ralph Bunche Preschool Center  

River Ridge High School   

R.M. Moore Elementary School  

Sequoyah High School  

Sixes Elementary School  

Teasley Middle School  

Woodstock Elementary School   

Woodstock High School     

Woodstock Middle School  

James Fuller  

Elizabeth Baier  

Judy Moxley  

Joy Silk  

Molly Mayes  

Anne Mooney  

Heather Eastridge  

Joanne Emanuel  

Shelley McNellie  

Claire Burns  

Amanda Blackwell  

Alissa McDonough  

Todd Sharrock  

Misty Harper  

Daniel Barkes  

Andrea Payne  

Amanda Day  

Tim Davis  

Barbara Clark  

Danielle Gantt  

Bridget Barker  

Marissa Williams  

Josie Modica  

Melanie Beavers  

Meghan Martin  

Kelly Morris  

Amanda Von Schilling  

Joanna Leifeld  

Dianne Schumacher  

Jennifer Meadows  

Shaun Sudberry  

Patsy Rollins  

Matthew May  

Stephanie Collett  

Matt Bartula  

Jenny Spain  

Sean Furilla  

Berrian Webb  

Laura Cox  

Travis Struchtemeyer 



12 

72%, Creekview HS increasing from 87% to 89%, 

Etowah HS steady at 83%, River Ridge HS increas-

ing from 84% to 91%, Sequoyah HS increasing from 

77% to 87% and Woodstock HS increasing from 

80% to 81%. These increases can be attributed not 

only to the continuation of successful strategies de-

veloped over the past 16 years to ensure every stu-

dent completes high school and is prepared for suc-

cess in college and/or careers, but also to a number 

of strategies to ensure students graduate on time, as 

implemented at the recommendation of the Superin-

tendent’s Ad Hoc Graduation Rate Committee. 

These improvements began with the Superinten-

dent’s appointment of a District-wide Graduation 

Coach, who is based primarily at Cherokee HS, 

the school with the greatest population of at-risk 

students; and continued with: sharing of “best 

practices” among high school Principals and 

counselors to improve intervention and gradua-

tion data tracking practices; increased offering of 

online credit recovery courses and pursuing 

grants to fund scholarships for these courses; en-

hanced training for school staff on State report-

ing requirements; targeting graduation rate as a 

component of School Improvement Plans and In-

novation Zone initiatives; and the development of 

a successful pilot program at Cherokee HS – 

CHOICES -- to provide tutoring, mentoring and 

other additional services to aid Special Education 

students in earning regular education diplomas. 

This is the fourth year the Georgia DOE has used a 

more challenging adjusted cohort formula to calcu-

late graduation rates in the State. The cohort begins 

when a student is a freshman; the previous formula 

defined the cohort upon graduation and included stu-

dents who took more than four years to graduate 

from high school. While we are enthusiastic about 

the increased graduation rate, we remain committed 

to supporting every student who is not included in 

this total… as it’s important to note that the inverse 

of these rates is not a “dropout” rate. The students 

not counted by the State’s formula in the four-year 

Graduation Rate, Continued from Page 2 
rate include many of our most challenged… such as 

those who take longer than four years and one se-

mester to graduate due to serious illness or the need 

to work to support their family, those who choose to 

pursue a GED and those who earn a Special Educa-

tion diploma. We support these and other non-

traditional students by continuing to provide them 

with choices to assist them in reaching the goal of 

graduation through such options as: ACE Academy, 

our alternative day middle school/high school pro-

gram; Polaris Evening Program, our evening high 

school program; C3 Academy, our expanded online 

middle school/high school program; Summer School 

initial credit and credit recovery courses; and the 

expansion of the pilot CHOICES program at Chero-

kee HS, which now is serving twice as many stu-

dents this school year as last year. "Graduation is the 

culmination of many years of hard work by not only 

students, but also the parents, grandparents, teach-

ers, counselors, administrators, support staff, busi-

ness partners and volunteers who together prepare 

every one of our community’s children for future 

success no matter the path they choose," said Super-

intendent of Schools Dr. Frank R. Petruzielo.  

CCSD Kindergarten Registration 

Set for April 30 and May 1 at All  

Elementary Schools 

Students who will 5 years old on or before Sep-

tember 1, 2015* are eligible to enroll in public 

school kindergarten for 2015-16.  CCSD has 

designated two special days for registration of 

these students, as well as any students who will 

enroll in first grade for 2015-16, if they are not 

already enrolled in CCSD schools.  

Thursday, April 30  3:30-6:00 pm 

Friday, May 1  9:00 am—12 noon 

For details on school registration, please visit 

http://portal.cherokee.k12.ga.us/parentinfo/

pages/studentenrollment.aspx 

*state-mandated birthdate cut-off could change due to legisla-
tion currently under consideration by the General Assembly 

http://portal.cherokee.k12.ga.us/parentinfo/pages/studentenrollment.aspx
http://portal.cherokee.k12.ga.us/parentinfo/pages/studentenrollment.aspx
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Inaugural Senior Bowl Honors 300 Students in Farewell Event 

Congratulations to the White Team and Coach Dave Svehla 

for their 35-16 victory over the Red Team in the inaugural 

Northside Hospital-Cherokee CCSD Senior Bowl football 

game in December! More than 300 senior football players, 

cheerleaders, band members and Junior ROTC members 

were recognized in front of a crowd of about 2,000 people. 

Thank you to our sponsors who made the event possible!   

SPONSORS 

Northside Hospital-Cherokee 

Ed Voyles Jeep Chrysler Dodge  

Chick-Fil-A of Cherokee County 

Elite Sporting Goods 

Herff Jones, Inc.  

Credit Union of Georgia 

Steve Cannon State Farm Insurance 

Cherokee County Sports Hall of Fame 

JD's Barbecue 

911 Restoration 

Cherokee Gridiron Club 

J&H Sales  

Cherokee Youth Football Association 

Johnny's Pizza 

Protech Printing 

Canton Burger Company/Gameday Grill. 
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CCSD Students Get Career Certification in the Classroom  

River Ridge High School’s 2014-15 Nursing Assis-

tant Program students are preparing for their first 

clinical rotation this winter. 

After months of practicing patient care skills in 

the classroom, students will now use these skills in 

local nursing and medical facilities for 40 hours of 

clinical rotation.  Following these hours, students 

will take the Nursing Assistant State Certification 

Exam as the culmination of this Healthcare Sci-

ence Career Pathway Program.  

This is the third year that River Ridge HS has offered 

the program, which has quickly grown in popularity.  

“I’ve learned valuable skills that I will continue to 

use in my future medical career,” junior Hayden Ko-

lodziejcyk said. 

Senior Andrew Dionne said the program is not only a 

“rewarding experience,” but also has made him more 

aware of future career opportunities in the healthcare 

field.  Students added that they enjoy the camaraderie 

of sharing classes with students who have the same 

career interest. 

“It feels like we’re all a big family working towards 

the same goal to get our first step into the medical 

field,” junior Sophie O’Hare said. 



Woodstock High School Early Childhood Develop-

ment Career Pathway students are the first in the 

Cherokee County School District to earn adult 

and pediatric CPR/AED certification.  

Completing the requirements for both certifications is 

required for students who are earning career certi-

fications to work with young children.  Twenty-

eight students in teacher Heather Bolt’s second- 

and third-year early childhood development clas-

ses took part in CPR and fire safety train-

ing.  Cherokee County Fire and Emergency Ser-

vices Safety Educator Sgt. Babette Davis and the 

American Heart Association provided training and 

assistance. 

“It was a great experience, and I can’t wait to be 

able to put it to use,” student Jadi Anderman said 

of the training. 

Students said it was empowering to gain life-

saving skills and appreciated the opportunity pro-

vided by Mrs. Bolt and volunteers as well as the 

continued support of school administration for the 

program. 

“I loved getting certified because it’s made me a 

lot more confident in babysitting young kids,” stu-

dent Mykhalia Chepelsky said.  

CCSD High Schools offer two dozen  

industry certification programs for     

students to become career-ready    

while still in high school! 



ly displayed this holiday season at the school.”  

Andy Triplitt, Store Team Leader in Smyrna, and 

Anthony Embrey, District Team Leader, recently 

presented the gift cards to the school’s front office 

staff for distribution to the families. 

 Two Cherokee County School District teachers 

who serve as the Cherokee County Special Olym-

pics Co-Coordinators recently accepted a $20,200 

for the program. The funds accepted by CCSD 

Adaptive PE Teachers Amy Aenchbacher and Dave 

Martinez were donated by the BridgeMill Men's 

Golf Association.  The funds were raised through 

the Association’s annual 8-inch Cup for a Cause 

Golf Tournament, which was held at the 

BridgeMill Athletic Club golf course on Nov. 15.  

The funds will be used by the Cherokee County 

Special Olympics to provide year-round sport op-

portunities for community members with intellectu-

al disabilities in Cherokee County.  

 Canton Elementary School STEM Academy cel-

ebrated a $5,000 gift from the Rotary Club of Can-

ton this fall to improve teaching and learning.  The 

donation will be used to develop an aquaponics 

“splash lab” at the school.  The lab, which will be 

established in an unused classroom, will allow stu-

dents to learn about sustainable agriculture by 

growing plants in water (hydroponics) that also 

serves as a habitat to farm tilapia 

(aquaculture).  The hands-on lessons in this lab not 

only will connect to the school’s mission to devel-

op greater interest and knowledge of STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathemat-

ics) subjects, but also will expose students to poten-

tial career opportunities in this field. 

 Mill Creek Middle School faculty and staff were 

honored at a reception this fall given by Partner in 

Education, Walmart Supercenter in Wood-

stock.  During the event, everyone enjoyed cake 

and conversation and 20 staff members were select-

ed to receive flowers, candy and a gift card to use 

for classroom supplies. 
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School Partners:  Essential to Our Success! 
CCSD schools depend on their business and com-

munity partners to enhance student learning, teacher 

support and school resources.  Thank you to all our 

partners who help us provide education today for a 

better tomorrow! 

 River Ridge High School received a $9,000 

donation from a new community partner,  Supe-

rior Plumbing.  The funds will be used for vari-

ous programs to support students.  Superior 

Plumbing also has a partnership with Etowah 

High School and made a $10,000 donation to 

the school for the second year.  “The generosity 

of Mr. Cunningham is evident in the facility im-

provements on campus and in the academic per-

formance of our students,” Principal Keith Ball 

said.  “Without the assistance of Superior 

Plumbing, initiatives like our Summer Bridge 

tutoring program for at-risk students would not 

be able to happen.”  Photo below, Etowah HS 

Principal Keith Ball accepts a donation from Ti-

na Myers of Superior Plumbing. 

 Woodstock Elementary School received a 

donation of $1,625 in gift cards from Target to 

benefit students in need and their families be-

fore the holidays.   “The school is appreciative 

to have organizations that come forward to help 

our students who might otherwise not have gifts 

this holiday season,” Principal Kim Montalbano 

said.  “We are overwhelmed by the generosity 

and the spirit of giving which has been so open-
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Two River Ridge High School students placed at 

the Georgia Family, Career and Community Lead-

ers of America (FCCLA)/Career and Technical 

Instruction (CTI) Fall Rally competition.  The 

event for Career, Technical and Agricultural Edu-

cation high school students from across the state 

was held on Oct. 8 at the Georgia National Fair in 

Perry.  Freshman Natalie Waldo won first place in 

the Third Annual FCCLA Georgia Peanut Recipe 

Contest for her “Guenevere’s Peanut Pas-

sion.”  Senior Andrew “Drew” McIntyre won third 

place for themed speech in the CTI competition. 

Free Home Elementary School teacher Carmen 

Power is the 2014 Georgia Excellence in Teaching 

about Agriculture Educator Award winner. A 

fourth- and fifth-grade science teacher, Ms. Pow-

er will receive a $500 grant for use in her class-

room as part of the award presented by the Geor-

gia Farm Bureau. She received the award at the 

Georgia Farm Bureau Annual Meeting on Dec. 7 in 

Jekyll Island and will present a workshop at the or-

ganization’s Educational Leadership Conference in 

March in Stone Mountain.  Ms. Power will represent 

Georgia at the National Agriculture in the Classroom 

Conference this summer in Kentucky (the value of 

this trip is $1,500) and will be entered into the 2016 

National Excellence in Teaching about Agriculture 

Educator Award competition.   

The annual award recognizes one teacher in 

Georgia who makes an outstanding effort to in-

troduce agricultural information into his/her 

classroom curriculum in an effort to assist stu-

dents in learning the importance of agricul-

ture.  Nominees, who are nominated by a county 

Farm Bureau, must complete an application that in-

cludes a narrative about how they make agriculture 

education a part of their classroom; an agriculture 

education lesson plan; and letters of recommendation 

from the county Farm Bureau, the school’s Principal 

and a fellow teacher. 

Ms. Power’s sample lesson was “How do we grow 

food in small spaces?” which used the school’s new 

greenhouse for agriculture activities that integrated 

inquiry into science, plant biology, critical thinking 

and mathematics.  “My goal this year is to bring agri-

cultural  awareness to my students and use these top-

ics to teach my science content as well as bringing in 

language  arts skills,  geography/social studies, and 

most certainly math,” she said in her award applica-

tion.  “If I can spark the interest of even one child in 

an area of agriculture, I am hopeful that the farming 

lifestyle  will continue to impact our community.” 

Free Home ES Teacher Named Top 

Agriculture Educator for Georgia 

A Sixes Elementary School lunch monitor and stu-

dent have been called heroes for their successful 

efforts to save a third-grader from choking.  When 

third-grader Gia DiCarlo started choking on a bite 

of food at lunch, classmate Bailey Johnson alerted 

lunch monitor Gloria Szopinski.  Ms. Szopinski 

successfully performed the Heimlich maneuver to 

dislodge the food that was choking Gia.  Principal 

Cindy Crews presented Ms. Szopinski and Bailey 

with “You Make the Difference” Star Awards.  Gia 

also gave each of them a special thank-you gift. 

River Ridge HS Students 

Place at State Conference 

Sixes Heroes Save Student’s Life 

From left, Cindy Crews, students Bailey Johnson and 
Gia DiCarlo and Lunch Monitor Gloria Szopinski. 
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Scenes from the 2nd Annual ‘Get On Board with CCSD Schools’ Tour  
Dozens of business leaders and government officials visited Canton ES STEM Academy, Teasley MS and Cherokee HS 

this fall on the “Get On Board” tour to see what today’s public schools have to offer in their community! 
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Kudos. . . 

 Sequoyah HS junior Mackenzie Joy achieved 

a perfect score on the ACT col-

lege entrance and placement 

test.  Nationally, while the actu-

al number of students earning a 

composite score of 36 varies 

from year to year, on average, 

less than one-tenth of 1 percent 

of students who take the ACT 

earns the top score.  Among test-

takers in the high school graduating class of 

2014, only 1,407 of nearly 1.85 million students 

earned a composite score of 36, according to 

ACT.   

 Avery Elementary School fifth-grade Made-

line Holley is a winner  in the Statewide Fire 

Prevention Week 2015 Calendar Contest.  

Madeline is the statewide calendar winner for 

the month of March 2015, and her artwork will 

be the picture for this month in the calen-

dar.  The contest, sponsored by Insurance & 

Safety Fire Commissioner Ralph T. Hudgens’ 

State Fire Marshal’s Office, was open to Geor-

gia students in Grades K through 5.   

 Creekview High School sophomore Kayla 

McCloud won fir st place in the Statewide 

Fire Prevention Week Essay Contest in the fall.  

Kayla is the statewide first-place winner for 

Grade 10.  The contest, sponsored by Insurance 

& Safety Fire Commissioner Ralph T. Hudgens’ 

State Fire Marshal’s Office, was open to Geor-

gia students in Grades 6 through 12.   

 Creekland MS Teacher Lindsay Bowley has 

been appointed to the State School Superinten-

dent's Teacher Advisory Council.  Ms. Bowley, 

an eighth-grade language arts teacher, is the 

Cherokee County School District’s 2013-14 

Teacher of the Year and a Georgia Innovation in 

Teaching Competition winner.  The Council is 

made up of teachers from across the state in-

cluding Georgia Teacher of the Year finalists, 

Milken Award teachers and other award-winning 

teachers who meet with the Superintendent to 

discuss how decisions made at the State level 

affect them and their colleagues.  Topics of past 

discussion have included Georgia Performance 

Standards, Georgia Performance Standards 

Training, discipline, teacher mentoring, teacher 

induction, and parent involvement, according to 

the GDOE. 

 Artwork by eight 2013-14 Woodstock Elemen-

tary School students has been selected for  a 

Hartsfield Jackson International Airport Exhibit.  

The Georgia Art Education Association-

coordinated exhibit now on display at the airport 

features artwork by select students from last 

school year including Gabe Bingham, Alexandra 

Bradley, Anahi De La O, Andrea Espino, 

Sydney Howard, Garrett Mason, Kayla Page 

and Chrys Salas of Woodstock ES. 

 Four Woodstock High School students placed at 

Clemson University’s 42nd Annual Declamation 

Contest including a top prize of Gold in the for-

eign language competition.  The university’s De-

partment of Languages sponsors the competition 

in which students recite poetry in American Sign 

Language, Chinese, French, German, Italian, 

Japanese, Latin, Russian or Spanish and are 

judge on their pronunciation, interpretation, de-

livery and accuracy. William Penniman won the 

top award of Gold for his first-place perfor-

mance in Spanish 4 - AP (Advanced 

Placement) level.  Three 

students won third place: 

Rebecca Alonzo for  

Spanish 4, Steven Casado 

for French 3 and Anna Far-

gas for  Spanish – Native 

Speaker.  A total of 12 stu-

dents from Woodstock HS 

participated.  

M. Joy 

W. Penniman 
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Mill Creek MS Student Wins 

Water Essay Contest 

Mill Creek Middle School 

eighth-grader Eric Sabula is 

the Cherokee County win-

ner in the Metropolitan 

North Georgia Water Plan-

ning District’s 2014 Water 

Essay Contest. 

More than 1,900 students 

from metro Atlanta entered the annual contest; 

they were asked to address the following state-

ment in 500 words or less: “Explain why water 

quantity (how much water we have) and water 

quality (how clean the water is) are equally im-

portant.” 

An awards reception was held on Dec. 4 at the 

Georgia State Capitol.  Each county winner re-

ceived a $100 prize.  

Bitter cold temperatures didn’t keep warm hearts 

from gathering on the Ralph Bunche Center play-

ground in Canton to honor the brave spirit of a little 

girl whose contagious laughter and zeal for life left a 

lasting mark on teachers, staff, students and the com-

munity.   

A crowd of parents, volunteers and school staff on 

Nov. 14 dedicated a pavilion built behind the 

school in honor of Lucy Jackson, a young student 

at the preschool center who died from Mitochon-

drial Disease in December of 2012.   Lucy’s par-

ents, Ed and Jill Jackson, were present for the cere-

mony and shared their thanks for the school’s ongo-

ing love and support of Lucy.  

Donna Adams, administrator for CCSD’s Preschool 

Centers including Ralph Bunche Center, thanked the 

many volunteers who were essential in fundraising 

and constructing the Lucy’s Wish playground pavil-

ion, which will be used for outdoor classroom activi-

ties, special events and a play area.  The Home Depot 

in Canton, led by store manager Steve Renegar, 

worked with volunteers from Soleil Optimist Club 

and Soleil Tennis Club from Laurel Canyon to con-

struct the pavilion and adjacent garden area.  Ralph 

Bunche teachers Michele Parish and Jennifer Fowler 

served as coordinators of the project to honor Lucy’s 

memory. 

“In spite of her disease, Lucy’s love for her family 

and friends was evident through her continuous effer-

vescent smiles,” said Ms. Adams.  “We believe that 

Ralph Bunche Center Dedicates ‘Lucy’s Wish’ Pavilion  

Lucy’s wish would be for others to live their lives in 

the same manner she did, to show great love to those 

around them, in spite of their circumstances, to over-

whelmingly enjoy even the simplest of moments and 

to share contagious laughter wherever you 

go.  These were hallmarks of Lucy’s life and are the 

legacy she has left to all who were so blessed to 

have known her.” 

Ralph Bunche students closed the ceremony by per-

forming the song, “Love Grows.” 
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 FEBRUARY 5  SCHOOL BOARD MTNG 

 FEBRUARY 16-20 SCHOOL BREAK 

 MARCH 17  MIDPOINT OF TERM 

 MARCH 19  SCHOOL BOARD MTNG 

 MARCH 30-APRIL 3 SPRING BREAK 

 APRIL 16  SCHOOL BOARD MTNG 

 MAY 7  SCHOOL BOARD MTNG 

 MAY 21  SCHOOL BOARD MTNG 

 MAY 25  SCHOOL HOLIDAY–   

   MEMORIAL DAY 

 MAY 28  LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

UPCOMING DATES 

ET Booth MS students spelled out their support of the Etowah HS football team as part of a com-

munity send-off for the players as they left  campus for the State Final Four playoff game.  The Ea-

gles advanced further than any football team in Cherokee County history this year. 

http://www.facebook.com/CherokeeGASchools
https://twitter.com/CherokeeSchools
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